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As | recently looked through a Choral Journal while waiting for my
wife in her office, | came across some very interesting findings from a Nation-
al study of “Youth and Religion” which | found to be quite revealing and which
I think will be of interest to those reading this. Through an organized in-depth
study it was found that only 8% of our youth in America are “Religiously De-
voted.” The next identified group was that of “Religiously Regular”, de-
scribed as those who attended religious services at least two or three times a
month, although their faith was not very important to them in their everyday
living. This group included about 27% of American teenagers.

‘The.?.%wows%n

The 3™ group of American teens, cited as being “Religiously Sporadic”
equaled about 17%; and these youth attended religious services 4 times a year to
about once a month. And like the previous group, they did not find faith to be of
much importance to their everyday life. The final group was identified as
“Religiously Disengaged”. They represented 12% who seldom attend church.

The sad truth of this is that there is a significant number of Youth totally out-
side any church. Conducted from July of 2002 through April of 2005, the study also
indicated that most American teenagers have a positive view of religion, but don’t
give it much thought. Also included was the finding that parents are the single most
important influence of teenagers’ faith, because teens are more prone to mirror their
parents’ faith than the faith of any others.

The reading of this article left me with several significant thoughts . . . a huge
mission field lies all around us . . . young people who do have a faith are in a position
to reach out to friends without a faith . . . thank God for De Soto Baptist parents who
have raised children of faith and for parents who currently are bringing their families
to church as they live out their own faith!
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Adul t
uly 314 — Communion — Deacon’s Fund Offering received
y g
Special 4t of July Service

uly 4t — Independence Da
y P y
7:00 City celebration begins at Riverfest Park

July 8t — 6:00—8:00 pm—Kicks for Christ at Miller Park
July 9t — 9:00 am until noon—XKicks for Christ — at Miller Park
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Wanda’s
2:30 pm Tyrone Flowers leads Worship at Hillside
5:00 pm Night on the Kaw—Riverfest Park
Country Road 5/Tate Stevens/Neal McCoy

July 11t — 6:30 pm Doers of the Word
6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study

July 13th — Pray for our Central Region Churches
July 18t — 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study
July 25t — 6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study

July 26t — Luther Rice Association ABW Summer Ralley
6:00 pm Light supper served at our Church
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Psalms 33:12
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WE 2 Every Monday even-
i n g Prayer(yroup ng

Mon Evenin

@ 6:30 P.M. in the new
conference room

hool

Contact Karen Wall or Mary Etta Copeland

Monday Evenings
6:30 PM
In the Galen Weese room

Contact Pastor Copeland

my Luke 111

Finance Report for May

nm@a_j&s

Balance Forward $64,766.43
Deposits $ 16,845.00
Disbursements $11,845.78
Ending Balance $ 69,765.65
Saving Acct. Bal. $99,643.83
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Expansion Fund
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THE SCRIP PROGRAM - These are gift cards that
are available to numerous merchants such as Apple-
bee's - Chili's — On the Border — Long Horn Steak
House — Borders — Kohl's — Pizza Hut — Panera Bread
— Red Lobster/Olive Garden — Wal-Mart.

These merchants donate a portion of each pur-

| X U chase gpgk tp ourchurch. T
—_—

%or)ka Rickand ica Walker for
more details. Some cards are available

immediately. Other merchants may be available up-
on request. Order today!

Wid F iis available for
__ all your church needs—
log in information is
listed on the front bulle-
tin board.
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page!

Find a current copy of the church calendar,
newsletter, and register for VBS on-
www. line? AND you can view the church
directory on a password protected

http://www. desot obaptd

FIND US ON

IFACEBOOK

De Soto Kansas Baptist Church
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Come Join the City of De Soto for Food, Fun & Festivities for all ages at the July 4th Cel-
ebration at Riverfest Park The food and fun begin at 7:00 p.m. “Good Sam Club Band”
performs at 7:00 p.m. Fireworks display at 9:45 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs and blankets
and enjoy a night under the stars. No personal fireworks or alcohol allowed at this event.

PR sy

Ouir first order of 100 De Soto Baptist CHURCH COOKBOOKS have - SOLD OUT i
Several people have expressed interest in purchasing more cookbooks
[P 2

Church

+44444

Lhosk since our first old sold out. We are considering placing another order
9?9.??9.? IF there is enough interest  but the minimum order is 100. Therefore,

IF YOU are interested in purchasing additional cookbooks please let
me know, IF there is enough interest we WILL Re  -order.

A signup sheet will be on the bulletin board or you may contact Linda Lane .

=R ==

JOIN THE CHALLENGE &
HELP THOSE IN NEED
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE!

The Methodist and Baptist Churches are combining again to gather school supplies and backpacks for De Soto
Children in need. It is time to start our campaign to provide school supplies for all children in need of them for

the start of school in August. These will be distributed during enrollment , Aug. 2-4. Donations must be re-
ceived no later than Sunday, July 24. You may deposit them in the marked Blue Bucket found in the narthex.

Here are the supplies that are most critical for these children:

Glue sticks or small bottles of white glue #2 pencils

Wide -ruled, 3 -ring, spiral notebooks yellow highlighters

Wide -line notebook paper 10-12 pack colored pencils
Dry erase Markers 9 black 8-pack of colored markers
Chil drends scissors 24 -pack crayons

black, blue, or red ballpoint pens big pink erasers

** Monetary donations are always welcomed  dthey will be used to buy what needed items are remaining.
Checks should be made out to De Soto Baptist Church wi

If you would like to help with the sorting and delivery, or if you have any questions, please contact Karen Wall,
913-669-1991.
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vide us with amazing seasons, not only with the weather but in life. Things happen
that we don't expect in life and God always shows us how to handle these with

ViTaL ParTHERS FoR A VITAL MinisTREY Grgce and mercy. When it's so hot and we have trouble breathing remember to
show that Grace on everyone, be sure to check on that neighbor that you haven't seen in a few days, ask if you can
assist them in any possible way. Taking care of each other is the reason we are here anyway right?

We are so very blessed this year to have our "Summer Rally" at our church. Please mark your calendar for July
26th for supper and a time of fellowship. Everyone is invited to come, it is always a wonderful event. AND as Dorothy
Nalley always reminds us "A good time will be had by all" watch the bulletin board for a sign up sheet for food, and we
look forward to each and everyone joining us on that evening.

Blessings abound always in Christ Jesus,
Anita Woywod, ABW Pr esi dent

_B}r It's summertime, and don't we just love summertime. God is so gracious to pro-

SOCCER CAMP—FREE - Miller Park
JULY 8th—6 :00 PM to 8:00 PM JULY 9th—9:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Ages 4 years to High School - Free T—Shirt
FOR CHRIST: Register At: https://desotosoccercamp.eventbrite.com

donating to the youth of tomorrow

wvaw.KickForChrist.org ) ) )
Coaches: Worteh Sampson, Major Indoor Soccer Leagne: Leo Gibson, U.S. Futsal National Team

& Missouri Comets: Robert Palmer, Missonri Comets: Alyson Russel, Former player UMKC

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

..... If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this!
..... If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it.
..... If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to
go to church every Sunday. 'I've gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, 'and in that time | have heard ‘ﬂ
something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, | can't remember a single one of them. WORSHI ama
[
- |

So, | think I'm wasting my time and the clergy are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.'

This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column. Much to the delight of the editor,
it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 'l've been married for 30 years now. In that
time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, | cannot recall the entire menu
for a single one of those meals. But | do know this... They all nourished me and gave me the
strength | needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, | would be physically
dead today.

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, | would be spiritually dead today!'

When you are DOWN to nothing....God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the
incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

HOLY HUMOR

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant worked
quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump.
"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sotty about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get
ready for a long trip." The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business."

TTTTt

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.
"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk.
"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady.

TTTTt

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, "Boys and gitls, what do we know about God?"
A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said the kindergarten boy. "Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked.
"You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven... "
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ABW MI NI STRI'ES CENTRAL REGI ON CONFERENCE

AMERICAN BY DE SOTO BAPTI ST LEADERSHI P! !
BAPTIST

MINSTRIES

How privileged and blessed to experience the leadership of DBC women at our
Conference at Hesston this past month. At the piano LANA McPHERSON once again brought sounds of
praise to each session of all women, and the joy emitted through the music and faces of vocalists HOLLY
BALCH, RICHELLE HODGES, KAREN WALL and ANITA WOYWOD brought a true essence of joyful Chris-

tianity every time they took the stage!

Workshop leaders and helpers included KAREN WALL, KATHY HOLZSCHUH, and ANITA
WOYWOD:; and receiving special recognition for her long years of involvement during this 65™ year of orga-
nized ABW was JEAN EPPERSON! Others completing the “De Soto Deligation” were SUE ALLEN, BARB
BEESLEY, SHARON COATNEY, RITA JENKS, PAULA JONES, MARY GALE KRAMER, ROSE
McANINCH, and VERGIE OPDYCKE.

Beautiful cookies decorated in honor of the 65" Anniversary of American Baptist Women were the
creation of JANET NALLEY, bringing delicious enjoyment to all during the time of celebration! Praise God
for this show of support to not just each other from De Soto Baptist, but also for the encouragement this
gives to others across our Region as withess is given of answering God’s call in our lives. As your Pastor's
wife, and Sister in Christ, | am without adequate words of appreciation for this witness you all share of God’s
presence in your lives. My prayer is that we all may grow this year as we SEEK to ENGAGE more in follow-
ing God'’s plans for us individually and together, in the EXCITING experience of living out our lives according
to God’s plans!

Mary Etta

"THE MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS THAT AFFECTS US ALL"
Despite all of the educational and informational programs that are available, our nation still suffers from
the stigma and lack of understanding of depression and its treatment. Everyone knows someone who has
suffered from this physical/mental health crisis.
Dr. Karen Arkin was Dean’s neurologist at St. Lukes’s South in 2005, and she
& was also the neurologist that cared for Gil Rumsey in 2014. She and her husband
@%&& (also a neurologist at StLS) lost their son to suicide almost 18 months ago. He
g was a gifted student at Northwestern University who had fought the symptoms of
depression most of his life.
The Arkins have now taken on the challenge of educating students, parents,
and all those who will listen to the realities, challenges, and hope that are all part
of the depression phenomenon. Dr. Karen Arkini s comi ng t o De Stogive apresenta-u
tion on this most critical modern-day crisis. This will be held atthe De Sot o Uni t ed Met K
starting at 5:30
| strongly encourage allof youtomar k t hi s dat e andjojnasforthis @mdsentatiora r
Even if we are not personally affected by clinical depression, we certainly can use the information we gain
to help others either now or in the future.
Then,s pr ead t he wao Wdneeddo be inforraed.s.this lady is amazing in how she is finding
purpose in her grief to reach out and help others. i Speak Out s the fouddatorotimdrkins have
formed in honor of their son.

Karen Wall, Church & Community Chair
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: A Moment with Jo.
B/Vjofwmff

J o h8n: 1Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, " | am the Light of the world. He who follows Me
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.

P h 41 1 Andmy God shall supply all of your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Je-

Sus.

As we usually did on our other trips to Europe, John and | rented a car. One of those trips, we were driv-
ing in the Alps of Germany when we decided to take a shortcut on the map. | know what you are thinking
and | wish we had been thinking also that it was probably not a very good idea. We were driving on this
beautiful, but narrow road, high in altitude, with a very deep drop-off. Suddenly, a dense fog began to totally
overshadow us. How frightening that we could barely see and knowing the edge of the road was the begin-
ning of hundreds of feet below. Needless to say, we were terrified. (I can hear the VBS children singing, "do
not be terrified".

We began to pray and ask Jesus to please show us what to do and to forgive us our foolishness of tak-
ing a road we did not know. As we prayed for help, inching along the road, we began to see large tail lights.
We had come upon a German Army convoy. We followed them down the mountain. Praise Jesus for send-

ing help. Even when we do stupid stunts, when we call out to Jesus, He will lead us to safety and supply our
needs. What a generous and gracious Savior.

SAVE THE DATE! Yes, it sounds like a loooooooooooong time to wait, but our congre-

gation will be privileged to host a 2 day Musical Celebration event on Saturday and Sun-
day, May 6 & 7, 2017, with world renown Christian composer and Concert Pianist, Mark
Hayes. With over 500 published works, Mark sets aside about 6 weekends a year to
provide such opportunities for local Church Choirs! https://www.lorenz.com/

A m’ This is the full-time ministry that Tony & Emily Collins who are totally com-
mitted to, believing that the Lord is directing them to use their tragic experiences
R to help others...truly an entire generation. The mission of King David's Rock is

to honor women and fight for families by promoting authentic masculinity. We

accomplish this mission in 3 ways:(1) Spreading the Gospel through cutting edge masculine experienc-
es

(2) Temple Guard prevention and recovery tools (3) Building a war chest and using its resources to fund

Limiting access to internet pornography is absolutely crucial for churches, families and organizations that
are serious about confronting this enemy. Particularly with young children and teens, any device with un-
protected internet connectivity should be viewed as harmful and neglectful. Pornography is as addictive to
the human brain as heroine or opiate-based pain Killers. As with all controlled substances, extreme care
should be taken to avoid children being exposed to even a single image. Below are links to 3 popular inter-
net monitoring services.

Covenant Eyes: ( most recommended by KDR) - XXX Church - Net Nanny

Porn Usage Statistics—http://www.xxxchurch.com/teens/stats.html
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2013/02/19/pornography-statistics/

http://www.roadtograce.net/current-porn-statistics/

To Donate to the prevention of pornography and learn about more ways to help confront this enemy con-
tact: (913) 620- 6063, or www.kingdavidsrock.org
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: POWER LAB VBS A HUGE SUCCESS!
@ Songs, shouts, and happy faces were evident everywhere throughout the week of
s = June 13-17 as children, teens, and adults share

%"‘W‘"G =) ' t o BéThankful, Help Others, Be Brave, Live Forever, and Tell Others About God.
|| MirACuLOuS POWER |

¥ Hymns such as Amazing Grace and Power in the Blood wer e turned i nt
songs to help the children share the joy. Crafts and crazy laboratory experiments were
done to bring home the Bible stories told to the children every day. Even the games and treats were tied in to
the themes and teachings for each day.

Seventy children, ages -10; twenty tweens and teens, ages 11 -18; and thirty adults took part in the annual Va-
cation Bible School, held from 1 -4 p.m. every day.

Sunday, June 19, was a day of celebration as the children and leaders shared the highlights of the week. A
special slide show also helped everyone see the activities and fun that the children experienced throughout the
week. Following the church service, families were invited to a picnic luncheon in the basement.

Special thanks and appreciation go to everyone who was involved in any way. We again were reminded of the
incredible talents that we have in our own church  ---peopl e who faithfully use the
earth.

VBS PLANNERS & ORGANIZERS : Richard Copeland, Richelle Hodges, Mary Jo McDaniel, Karen Wall
STATION LEADERS: Bible Blast: Vergie Opdycke & Holly Balch;  Hyperspeed Games: Doug Opdycke; Wacky
Works & Crafts: Mary Jo McDaniel, Mary Gale Kramer; Test Tube Treats : Reba Berola; Cinema Science: Ju-
lie Riffel; Pre- school Classes: Tami Reeves; Audio- Video: Danny & Linda Lane; Sonic Sing & Play and Faith
Fusion Finale: Richard Copeland, Richelle Hodges, Patsy Allenbrand, Karen Wall.

CREW LEADERS: Barbara Bosworth , Paula Jones, Charles Lawhead, Frankie Lister, Bonnie Logan, Tricia Qui-
senberry, Tami Reeves, Jo Sweatt

ADULT HELPERS: Sue Allen, Patsy Allenbrand, Brooke Brownell, Jonny Hodges, Reta Jenks, Linda Lane, Debbie
Maniez, Nelson Reeves, John Riffel, Candy Sipe, Nancy Warsop.

TEEN and JUNIOR LEADERS: Emily Parr, Avery Blubaugh, Morgan Blubaugh, Emma Brownell, Micah Brownell,
Lilly Champlain, Brayden Daniels, Daliss Gulley, Allison Hopkins, Cora Hoppes, Mary Keuter, Shelby Marquis, Rylie
McDaniel, Jack McDaniel, A.J. Quisenberry, Faythe Reeves, Kenzie Simpson, Coen Towner, Cole Towner, Saman-
tha Tush, Caitlin Weese.

God, The Great Cheese Maker

il planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but

| am often stressed out by the enormity of the world’s problems—hunger, war, human rights abuses—and
my inability to do anything to help. Oh, | try. | give a few hours volunteering, a few dollars to charity; but my
| wish could do more. | wish | could fix the world’s problems.

| recently saw a story on TV about a man who raises sheep and makes a living by handcrafting artisan
cheeses from their milk. It is painstaking work and needs a strong arm and lots of patience. The story got
me to thinking. For making cheese, the sheep produce the raw ingredient: milk. The cheese maker is the
one who transforms the milk, creating a wonderful final product. Keeping the creamery running takes the
milk of a lot of sheep, and each sheep is valued.

Believers are like those sheep. We can live faithful lives in our pasture and focus on making a simple
raw ingredient: showing God’s love to the people around us. God is the master cheese maker who trans-
forms our efforts into real change for the world.

P RAY E Bear Lord, help us to see that even though our efforts seem inconsequential, they are the raw
materials you use to build up your kingdom . Amen.

Quoted from the UPPER ROOM —Jennifer Oxley
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1861 (July 4) ,- TStkeen aftcel IPaovaiyreg prayer was offered by R

Almighty and everlasting God, be not angry with us for our sins, which we only confess and deplore; but par-
don our offenses and extend to us Thy favor. We thank Thee for Thy goodness on this anniversary of the
nation a day tenfold more precious by reason of our present troubles, and sacred to the heart for the ever
memorable Declaration of our fathers, in which Thou didst begin more openly to give us a name among the
nations of the earth. We thank Thee for all Thy manifold and abundant mercies hitherto to make our nation
exceedingly great and glorious; but now disasters have befallen us and darkness broods in the land. And
now we ask Thy mercy as the Senate is convening at a most momentous crisis of our history. Give to Thy
servants all needed help. Add to their deliberations wisdom and unanimity, and profit and speed to their con-
clusion. Bless Thy servant, the President of the United States, our veteran Commander-in- Chief, and all
that have functions in the civil and military power. May the angel of Thy presence l

walk in the Cabinet and in the Congress and in the camp, to go before, to purify, Jciberty and Union,

and to direct the now greatly and universally-awakened love of country. And we
beseech Thee to guide us, to overrule and order all things, and so to cause that
nothing shall fail, that the disorders of the land may be speedily healed, that peace
and concord may prevail, that truth and righteousness may be established, and
that Thy Church and Kingdom may flourish in a larger peace and prosperity, for
Thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

(Source:Congr es s i o037th Congieksofinsesession, new
series, 1, 4 July 1861.)




