
 In the writings of Paul in Galatians 6:2  we find what might appear to 
be a very simple command: “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.”  However, when those close to us are dealing with  situations 
such as serious health issues, or the loss of loved one, or other life changing 
and impacting events, how often or how easy is it to really know what to say.  
As your Pastor, whenever I am called to minister in these difficult situations - 
ever present throughout our lives,- I immediately seek God’s presence in giv-
ing me guidance as I seek to be His representative to a hurting family or indi-
vidual facing such times.  This has to be the first step for all Christians seek-

ing to live out lives according to God’s call. 

 Additionally, it’s important to realize that often in situations of trauma or deep  
turmoil, the individual may not totally comprehend or remember what is said; but 
they’ll remember that a caring follower of Christ was there with them.  So a second 
“rule” in fulfilling the law of Christ would be to just be there for those in need, re-
sponding with practical acts of love and compassion.  Just reaching out and touching 
the arm of one in despair, or embracing a friend in need, communicates a wealth of 
caring. 

 Do you remember Job’s 3 friends?  They ripped their clothes and sat with him 
in silence for seven days and seven nights.  What an example of true friendship, but . 
. . the problems started when they opened their mouths! 

 The third consideration is a little more difficult sometimes to determine.  Yes, 
be there and show compassion in practical ways, but do not wear out your stay!  Let 
the hurting individual know you’ll stay as long as needed, but also  assure them that 
it’s fine to share that they need time alone. 

 And finally, it’s important to return to the first step, communicating with God 
our own need for His presence and guidance  in sharing with others in the bearing of 
burdens process.  Let us in joy praise God for the incredible ministry he’s called each 
of us to in serving as His disciple in our world of great need. 

 

God bless each of you as together we join in this ministry of love ~                                                                                                       
  

                                           Pastor  
 
 
 

 

Bear  one another’s burdens, and so  

fulfill the law of Christ.”… 

           ~ Galatians 6:2 
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POWER LAB:  DISCOVERING JESUSõ MIRACULOUS POWER 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is set for the week of June 13 - 17.  
 

Get ready for POWER LAB, where kids discover Jesusõ miraculous power! 

Power Lab will be fizzing with fun for kids, teenagers, and adults.  
 

      Please make plans for your children to attend this exciting eventéevery afternoon from 1:00 to 

4:00 p.m.  We will have classes for children from 3 years through 5 th  gradeéand will need middle and 

high schoolers as team workers.   Please plan on inviting as many of your neighbors and friends as 

you can to join us for this great outreach.  

       For the teens and adults, we will need helpers in all of our stations as well as leading our òLab 

Crewsó of 12-15 children.  They go on adventures at Bible Blast,  make crazy creations in Wacky 

Works, Crafts, & Missions, sample tasty  Test Tube Treats , race around at  Hyperspeed Games , and 

meet  Chadder Chipmunk  on video!  We definitely need  

Nursery  leaders and helpers.    

          Please contact Richelle Hodges, Mary Jo McDan-

iel or Karen Wall if you would like to help us in this 

most important outreach ministry.   
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  A  Moment  with  Jo 
                   

      
      “And whatever things you ask for in prayer, you will receive." 

         Matthew 21:22 

 
           As I sit and write this article, it is holy week, the time between Palm Sunday and Resurrection day.  It 
is a time for me, as for many, a time of deep reflection upon the courage, strength, obedience of our Beloved 
Savior. It is a time of examining my life and daily walk with Him. I have been thinking about Him turning His 
face like flint toward Jerusalem, knowing what lay before Him and still choosing to go forward where terrible 
physical, mental, and spiritual agony would be His portion. Even though I have walked with Him for many 
years, I find myself wanting to pray, Oh Father, is there any other way," of course, knowing that if I want 
eternal life, He must suffer tremendous pain. 
         This past week, a friend's husband was found to most probably face cancer, surgery, and radiation. 
She told me before seeing the doctor that "surely after 3 very serious and pain-filled surgeries and radia-
tions, we won't have to go through it again." The only thing to say was, "oh, I so hope not, but if you do, the 
Lord is faithful to be your strength and help as He always has done for you.  He loves you both very much.  
 One of the days during that week in Jerusalem, Jesus turned over the money changers' tables and said," It 
is written, My house will be called a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves." Later, He took 
the children and held them close to Himself as they cried out hosannas and called him the Son of David. 
The Man who was human and the Man who was God. 
           The cry of our heart is to be near to Jesus. May we want to be obedient and loving to others, may we 
be courageous even when we are scared, because He promises He will never leave us or forsake us. He 
will give us His strength and guidance if we but ask. What an awesome Redeemer who took our sin and 
gave us eternity to be with Him. Hosanna in the highest.  



NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

       Thursday, May 5, will mark the annual observance of the National Day of Pray-
er.   This special day of prayer was established by a joint resolution of Congress un-
der the presidency of Harry Truman in 1952 and is set aside for people of all faiths 
and beliefs to join together to petition our God for his guidance, protection, and 
blessing.  Mrs. James Dobson (Shirley) is serving again as the Chairman of the NDP 
Task Force, and Dr. Tony Evans serves as the 2016 Honorary Chairman. 

     Thanks to the faithful efforts of our own Lana McPherson, De Soto City Clerk, and 
our recent mayors, our city has held a prayer service at noon on this day for many 

years.   We encourage all of our church family who are able to attend to come to the gymnasium at City Hall 
for the 12:00 o’clock service.  Leaders representing the seven areas of prayer concern will be speaking, and 
music is traditionally supplied by the choir from LTMS. 

       We will also give each member of our church family the opportunity to set aside 30 minutes of the day 
in prayer.  A sign-up sheet will be made available, and our church doors will be open for those who wish to 
come to the sanctuary for prayer throughout the day and evening. 

      The theme for this year is “Wake up, America!”  based on Isaiah 58:1.  I would encourage everyone who 
is reading this article to read the entire chapter of Isaiah 58 as well as passages before and after.  It is a call 
to a nation that was once holy – a nation that had turned its back on the basic truths of God.   

       As we continue to work through this presidential election year, my heart is so saddened and my spirit 
mourns to watch anger, arrogance, hatred, and discrimination infiltrate our people and spread out across 
our country. We are, indeed, a country in need of repentance and reconciliation.  

      The importance of all of us lifting our voices to God for His leadership and His mercy cannot be overstat-
ed. May we all recognize the urgency of this day, and may we carry these prayers forward throughout the 
year. 

FRANKLIN GRAHAMõS   

òDECISION AMERICA TOURó  

COMING TO TOPEKA!  
 

     One week before National Day of Prayer, Franklin Graham (Billy Graham’s son) will be leading a prayer 
rally on the capitol steps of Topeka.  Mr. Graham is traveling across our country, holding prayer rallies at eve-
ry state capitol building.  It just so happens that Thursday, April 28, is the date for the Topeka Rally.  This rally 
is not to support any political candidate or party, but to call all Americans to repentance and prayer for our 
country.     

     Some of us are planning to attend this gathering and to provide transportation for those of our church who 
would like to attend.  We would love to have several vans full of De Soto Baptist “Prayer Warriors.”  

  See Karen Wall for more details and be looking for a “sign-up sheet” on the bulletin board. 

 

Karen Wall,  ABW Church and Community Chair 
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      With Jesus, we know he chose 12 to serve beside him, such a small group, 
but what a powerful impact. This past month at the ABW Gathering, it was a 
very small group, but 5 beautiful servants rolled and stitched 30 bandages to 
send to a much needed nation. Making a difference in such a small way, don't 

we take bandages for granted, run to the medicine cabinet and grab one. Can you only imagine how in this 
small country they sterilize and use and re-use this gift that was sent from old discarded sheets. What a privi-
lege to know we are making a difference in Christ's Kingdom. 

Each woman that serves our church in our ABW mission field sending cards, rolling bandages, work-
ing funeral dinners, leading the young girls that will take our places in the future, the planning of events within 
the church body, Easter Eggs hunts,  Trunk or Treat, auctions, College Connection, dinners, prayer vigils, 
hosting a Gathering, the list goes on and on. I'm humbled by each of you. Your dedication and commitment to 
seek and serve our Lord in such small but impactful ways. Please continue to pray for those who step out and 
serve.  

Our April event will be a regular Gathering, and May will be our annual Mother’s Day Gathering, as we 
honor Mothers present, and past. 

          Love & Blessings abound in Christ,  Anita Woywod, ABW President 

DE SOTO BAPTIST CHURCH 2016 

ABW Womenõs Ministries Summer Conference 
June 3ñ4, 2016 

Crosswinds Conference Center 
Hesston, Kansas 

  

CONFERENCE IS COMING . . . And what an event it will be in the life journeys of all who attend.  Developed 
around the 2 year theme of  S E E  it’s becoming reality through the work of a 12 woman committee under 
the leadership of our Almighty God!  Our main speaker will be a former President of all American Baptists, 
PEGGY JOHNSON, of Rhode Island, who has been a School Nurse, owns a Floral Shop, and is now a Lay 
Pastor, shepherding a church in Rhode Island!  The Workshops cover a broad spectrum of subjects, some 
quite eye-opening in areas in which we need to become informed, some focusing on Missions and the wide 
spread work of American Baptists, some fun and creative, and ALL designed to help us individually grow into 
the women God has created and called us to be. 

 This opportunity is for EVERY women in our church, and we’d love to “overflow” Meredith Lodge.  
The best news of all is cost is only $50 . . . for 36 hours in the presence of God and His committed women – 
opportunity to worship and praise and learn about God at work in the world and in the lives of Christian wom-
en around the world – enlightening and fun workshops that you’d pay A LOT for somewhere else – celebra-
tion of 65 years of the organization of American Baptist Women engaged in ministry in God’s name through-
out the entire world  -  4 meals that equal or surpass anything at the best restaurants in KC – and the list 
could go on and on and on!!!   

 And if you think the beds don’t equal that Serta or 16” plush mattress you sleep on every night, just 
use it as a reminder of the women in Myanmar, sleeping on the ground out in the forests of that country!  Or . 
. . take a foam pad like I do to better the few hours of sleep you’ll get . . . assuming we once again have 
enough to fill Meredith!!!    

 KAREN WALL will be heading the ever popular “Beads & Bracelets” workshop that DB women have 
become famous for; and after a break from it last year it is back, with some variations.  If you’d be willing to 
help in various ways with this, let Karen know.  LANA McPHERSON  will once again be at the piano, and 
joining her in making music will be RICHELLE HODGES and hopefully other De Soto “Songsters”. 

 Additional scholarship help is available if needed; and donations are always welcome for the Honor A 
Mentor fund, which provides additional help in registration fees for those who need it while at the same time 
giving opportunity to in a positive way honor women who at some point in our lives have impacted or made a 
difference in our Christian journeys.  See MARY ETTA COPELAND for more information.  



-ACTIVITIES - 

Every Sunday Morning - 

   Adult Bible Study— Worship—Sunday School 

 

Apr. 3rd – Communion – Deacons Fund Offering Received 

 

Apr. 4th – 6:30 pm Doers of the Word & Men’s Bible Study  

 

April 5th – 7:30 – 8:30 pm DAR Meetingall 

 

April 6th – 7:00 pm Deacons & Trustee Meetings 

                 7:30 pm All Church Business Meeting 

 

Apr. 9th – 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast at Wanda’s 

     2:30 pm Tyrone leads worship at Hillside 

 

Apr. 11th – 7:00 pm ABW Gathering 

                  7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

 

Apr. 13th – 5:30 pm MOPS Meeting 

       Pray for our Central Region Churches 

 

Apr. 18th – 6:30 pm Doers of the Word & Men’s Bible Study 

 

Apr. 20th – 4:30 – 6:30 pm Retirement Party for Mary Etta Copeland at DHS 

      

Apr. 25th – 6:30 pm Doers of the Word & Men’s Bible Study 

                   

Apr. 26th - 1:00 – 3:00 pm Women Sewing for Others  
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Monday Evening  

 Bible Studies 

 

 

 

 

 Monday evening 

 @ 6:30 P.M.  

 in the upstairs  

conference room. 
 

Contact Karen Wall or  

Mary Etta Copeland  

 

____Please join us ________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Evenings  

6:30 PM 

    In the Galen .Weese room 
 

           Contact Pastor Copeland 

Doers 

Please feel free to join us for 
the  

  All Church Business 
Meeting.  

April 6th at 7:30 PM in the 
new meeting room .   

Deacon & Trustee Meeting at 
7:00 PM 



De Soto Baptist Church 

Richard G. Copeland, Pastor 
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